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The year has got off to a great start, with the publication of three new Oversteps books. All 
three are by poets who have been published by Oversteps before, and I’m confident that there 
will be a rush to buy these new collections. Although the three poets are very different, they 
have all been published widely and have all won prizes in major competitions. 
 
The Book I Never Wrote by Ross Cogan (ISBN 978-906856-26-7) 
 

    
  
       
Fr Meslier’s Confession by A C Clarke (ISBN 978-1-906856-2908) 
 

        
 
 
 
Telling the Bees by Ann Kelley (ISBN 978-1-906856-27-4) 
 

  
   
 
These books, along with a sample poem from each collection, can be seen on our website. 
They can be ordered either by post or on-line from www.overstepsbooks.com . 
 
There has been a good crop of successes in major competitions for Oversteps poets recently, 
including the following: 
 
 
 

 

  

Ross Cogan who, as well as being a poet, has a PhD in 
Philosophy, is Creative Director of the Cheltenham Poetry 
Festival. One of his poems in this collection is called The 
Right Words, and he has the knack of finding exactly the 
right words to express emotions clearly and succinctly. 

 

This highly unusual book takes as its subject an early  
18th century French priest who lost his faith. Fr Meslier 
continued to work as a parish priest, but expressed his 
doubt and disbelief in his ‘Testament’, which was not 
discovered until after his death. Following the liturgical 
hours, A C Clarke explores this man, his doubts and his 
relationships with his parishioners. 

Ann Kelley, who won the Costa Children’s Book of the 
Year Award in 2007 for her novel Bower Bird, writes 
with charm, humour and sensitivity. The poems in this 
collection range from whimsical poems about animals, 
to tender and sometimes heart-rending tributes to her 
son who died. The book is illustrated with line drawings 
by Mark Foreman. 
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Christopher North won 3rd prize for his poem The Orchid in the Magma competition. 
Ann Kelley was listed in the Troubadour International Poetry Prize for her poem Mole. She 
had two poems shortlisted in the Bridport Prize and one shortlisted in the Live Canon Prize. 
Alwyn Marriage’s poem The Clue lies in the Lady’s Toe came 2nd in the Bedford Open Poetry 
Competition and O was awarded a distinction in the Mere Poetry Competition. 
A C Clarke was Highly Commended in the Cannon Poets National Competition; and  
Susan Taylor was shortlisted in the Templar Poetry Pamphlet Competition. 
 
Oversteps poets Rebecca Gethin and Oz Hardwick have both featured on the Oxford Brookes 
Poem of the Week mailing recently. Information on both of these, and all the other poets and 
books mentioned, is available on our website. Do look at it regularly, to keep up to date with 
all that is going on. 
 
The next two books, by Diane Tang and Susan Taylor, will be out in the next couple of 
months. More information in due course. 
 

Alwyn  
Managing Editor, Oversteps Books 
 

------------------------------ 
 
To Oversteps Books, 6 Halwell House, South Pool, Kingsbridge, Devon, TQ7 2RX 
 
Please send  
 
….   copies of The Book I Never Wrote  by Ross Cogan at £8 each plus p&p … £  
 
….   copies Fr Meslier’s Confession by A C Clarke at £8 each plus p&p … £ 
 
….   copies Telling the Bees by Ann Kelley at £8 each plus p&p …   £ 
 
All three books for £20 ….        £ 
 
plus postage and packing, for one book (£1 UK; £3 if ordering from abroad) £ 
postage for two or more books  (£1.50 UK; £3.50 if ordering from abroad) £ 
 
 
Total           £ 
 
 
Name & address: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
 
  …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 
 
 
  …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 
 
 

Any other Oversteps books that are for sale on www.overstepsbooks.com can be added to this 
order. Money can be sent either by post to Oversteps, with cheques made payable to Oversteps 
Books Ltd; or by email: sales@overstepsbooks.com, using Paypal.  

 


